36          THE FIGHT FOR A FREE SEA

Major Croghan blithely prepared to do anything
else than retreat, while General Harrison stayed
ten miles away to plan a battle against Tecum-
seh's Indians if they should happen to come in his
direction. On the 1st of August, Croghan's scouts
informed him that the woods swarmed with In-
dians and that British boats were pushing up the
river. Procter was on the scene again, and no
sooner had his four hundred regulars found a land-
ing place than a curt demand for surrender came to
Major Croghan. The British howitzers peppered
the stockade as soon as the refusal was delivered,
but they failed to shake the spirit of the dauntless
hundred and sixty American defenders. On the
following day, the 2d of August, Procter stupidly
repeated his error of a direct assault upon sheltered
riflemen, which had cost him heavily at the Raisin
and at Fort Meigs, He ordered his redcoats to carry
Fort Stephenson. Again and again they marched
forward until all the officers had been shot down and
a fifth of the force was dead or wounded. American
valor and marksmanship had proved themselves
in the face of heavy odds. At sunset the beaten
British were flocking into their boats, and Procter
was again on his way to Amherstburg. His excuse
for the trouncing laid the blame on the Indians: